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Time Magazine once called American attorney, Edward Bennett 

Williams, “the country’s top criminal lawyer.”  For an entire generation 

he was the go-to man if your life was on the line.  His clients read like a 

Who’s Who of the famous and the infamous: Senator Joe McCarthy, 

Teamster Jimmy Hoffa, mafioso Frank Costello, fugitive financier Robert 

Vesco, boxer Sugar Ray Robinson, singer Frank Sinatra, shipping 

magnate Aristotle Onassis. 

 

From his Washington, DC, offices Williams had access to every 

president from John F Kennedy to Ronald Reagan.  President Johnson 

offered him to become the first Mayor-Commissioner of Washington, 

DC. Presidents’ Ford and Reagan wanted him to be Director of the CIA.  

He turned down these offers.     

 

What was less known about Williams was his faith. Before work every 

day he would attend the 7:00am Mass at Holy Trinity Catholic Church.  

 

In 1988 the 68-year old Williams was losing his greatest battle; against 

cancer.  He had fought it for 11-years, through seven operations.  As he 

struggled on his deathbed – and as it became clear that he was losing 

the battle – his son showed him a magazine article that named him one 

of the most powerful men in Washington.  At one time this would have 

pleased him.  

 

But now Williams waved the magazine away, saying, “They don’t realize 

what power really is . . . I’m about to see true power. Fighting death is 



selfish. It’s time to let go and see what real power is.” He had always 

believed in Jesus Christ.  Now he was surrendering himself completely 

into the hands of His Saviour, placing his hope in Christ’s power over 

death. 

 

Long ago Job asked, “If mortals die, will they live again?” (Job 14:14). It 

is the great question of the ages. We all know that physical death is 

inevitable and so turn to medical science with the hope that it will keep 

us alive at least a little longer. 

 

Death has been an enemy from the beginning. It stalks alike the rich 

and the poor, the educated and the uneducated. It is no respecter of 

race, colour or creed. Death’s shadow haunts us. We never know when 

it will come for someone we love; when it will come for us. In the face 

of death’s inevitability is there any hope?  Does the grave have the final 

word, Death the final laugh?  

 

The greatest news that mortal ear has ever heard is that Jesus Christ 

has risen from the dead! The Resurrection of Christ is the central 

miracle of the Gospels.  

 

For Jesus’ healing of the deaf, the blind and the lame has no effect on 

me.  Neither does His raising of Lazarus.  They only verify the truth of 

His claims.  But the miracle of Christ’s own resurrection, now that has 

consequence for all of us!   

 

For Christ’s resurrection was not simply the resuscitation of a corpse 

(like Lazarus), which, while incredible, would none-the-less succumb to 



death again.  Christ’s resurrection was His rising in a now immortal and 

soon-to-be glorified body. Raised to life, Jesus conquered death.  He 

put death of death.  And this means everything! 

 

How do we know this happened?  From contemporary evidence.  From 

documents (the New Testament gospels and letters) that date back to 

the lifetime of eyewitnesses.  In them we hear about: 

- The guarded tomb in which His body was laid, now inexplicably 

empty. 

- The huge stone that sealed the entrance now rolled back by 

unseen forces. 

- The testimony of multiple eyewitnesses who saw Him for seven 

weeks after His resurrection. 

- And the sudden and dramatic change in His apostles, from 

cowering cowards to bold believers, willing to die for what they 

knew to be true. 

 

By His death He buried our sins.  By His rising He conquered death.  And 

as for us, we have been grafted onto Christ through faith and Baptism.  

We have thus received a share in His life, death and resurrection.  St 

Paul tells us, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who 

live, but it is Christ who lives in me” (Gal 2:19-20).  And “Christ in you,” 

St Paul tells us, is our “hope of glory” (Col 1:27).   

 

The great 4th century theologian, St Gregory of Nazianzus, put it this 

way: “Yesterday I was crucified with Him, today I live with Him; 

yesterday I was buried with Him, today I rise with Him” 

 



As Jesus told Martha: “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 

believe in Me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives 

and believes in Me will never die” (Jn 11:25-26). 

 

Christ’s resurrection is the definitive answer to Job’s question, “If 

mortals die, can they live again?” The answer is yes: because Christ 

lives, we also shall live.  Death does not have the final word, God does! 

 

Christ’s resurrection is the hope on which rests Edward Bennett 

Williams’ desire to see “what real power is.”  For Christ is Risen!  Truly 

He is risen!  Alleluia! 


