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In the Second Reading we hear Saint Paul grieving over the failure of 

most of his fellow Israelites – “my own people, my kindred according to 

the flesh” as he acknowledges them – to accept Jesus as their Messiah.  

One can easily sympathize with him as he confesses that this causes 

him “great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.” 

 

Why can one easily sympathize with him?  Well, because we too have 

“kindred according to the flesh” – family members – who do not 

embrace Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour, who have for all intents 

and purposes abandoned the practice of their faith.  It causes many of 

us great sorrow and unceasing anguish in our hearts too. 

 

We love our families and see the good in them.  We suffer with them in 

their struggles and are proud of them in their successes.  Parents, in 

raising their children, willingly give them so much, yet the thing that 

they often want to give them the most – a living and active faith life in 

Jesus Christ in and through His Church – to this their children frequently 

show complete disinterest.  Some actively reject it and are quite hostile 

to the idea.  Just like Saint Paul’s kindred. 

 

So, we too can sympathize with Saint Paul in his lament over his people 

and in his struggle to understand and accept that such a thing has 

happened. 

 



Saint Paul recognizes that his fellow Jews are “children of Israel, and to 

them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the 

law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and 

from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah.”   

 

The Second Vatican Council document, Nostra Aetate, quotes what 

Saint Paul here said, and goes on to state that, “although the Church is 

the new people of God, the Jews should not be presented as rejected 

or accursed by God.”  (“For,” as Saint Paul tells us in Romans 11:29, “the 

gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.”)  Yet, like Paul, “the Church 

awaits that day, known to God alone, on which all peoples will address 

the Lord in a single voice and ‘serve Him shoulder to shoulder’” 

(Zechariah 3:9). 

 

We too hold fast to the knowledge that our own family members were 

adopted into Christ at their baptism, that we do not think of them as 

rejected or accursed by God, and we hope and pray for the day that 

they too will fully recognize Christ as their Lord and serve Him shoulder 

to shoulder with us.  Amen. 


