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We all have memories that readily come to mind when we think of our 

childhood and the things done in preparation for Christmas that were 

annual family rituals.  Part of my childhood memories include the 

excitement surrounding the arrival of the Sears Christmas Catalogue; 

Mom baking special desserts like shortbread cookies, mincemeat tarts 

and fruitcake; Dad cutting down a fir tree and hauling it home to be 

decorated; and that nerve-racking trip to see Santa Claus at the local 

strip mall or department store. 

 

Then there were the pre-Christmas television programs that I just had 

to watch every year to make the season complete. They included the 

“Red Skelton Christmas Special” (invariably featuring Freddie the 

Freeloader) and the 1951 version of “A Christmas Carol” with Alistair 

Sim (the best!).  Among the cartoons were “How the Grinch Stole 

Christmas” and, of course, “A Charlie Brown Christmas.”   

 

“A Charlie Brown Christmas” made its debut in 1965.  I never realized 

until recently just how innovative it was for its time, all thanks to the 

vision and persistence of its creator, Charles M. Schultz.  

 

For example, cartoons back then hired adults to do the voiceovers of 

animated children. But Schulz and his production team decided to have 

actual kids read the parts of the Peanuts gang.  He also refused to allow 

a laugh track to be added to cue the viewers.  And for the soundtrack 

they inserted jazz music and, of course, a little Beethoven. 



 

But the biggest battle between Schultz and the executives at CBS (and 

with his own team) was over the inclusion of a Scripture passage in the 

story.  The brass and his own team were all against something so 

overtly religious!  But Schultz stood his ground and the executives 

eventually gave in; all were convinced that the special would be a total 

flop anyway. 

 

Well, when it aired on Thursday, December 9, 1965 to everyone’s 

surprise 45% of those watching TV that evening tuned in. The cartoon 

was a commercial and critical hit – winning both an Emmy and a 

Peabody award – and going on to become a beloved Christmas classic. 

 

We all know the plot.  Charlie Brown is unhappy in spite of Christmas 

coming.  He is looking for a deeper meaning to Christmas than the 

commercialism and materialism he sees all around him. 

   

A visit to Lucy’s psychiatric booth and getting involved in the annual 

Christmas play does nothing to lift his spirits but only makes him feel 

worse.  When his attempt to set the “proper mood” at the rehearsal 

with a real Christmas tree ends in disaster, he cries out in despair, “Isn’t 

there anyone who knows what Christmas is all about?” 

 

Removing his thumb from his mouth, Linus walks to centre stage, asks 

for a spotlight, and then delivers verses 8-14 from the second chapter 

of the Gospel of Luke: “And there were in the same country shepherds 

abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the 

angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 



round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto 

them, ‘Fear not: for, behold, I bring you tidings of great joy, which shall 

be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye 

shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.’ 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God, and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 

peace, good will toward men.’”   

 

When Linus is finished, he simply states, “That’s what Christmas is all 

about, Charlie Brown.” 

 

Now even though you have probably seen this scene many times, there 

is something unusual that happens during it that you may not have 

noticed.  I think it is significant. 

 

Many Peanuts’ characters have their own trademark features.  Charlie 

Brown has his yellow shirt with a black zig-zag pattern, nearly bald 

head, and anxious personality.  Schroeder has his piano and obsession 

with Beethoven.  Lucy has her blue dress, self-confident bossy 

personality, and quick temper.  And Linus?  Well, Linus seems mature 

for his age but is constantly sucking his thumb while holding a blue 

blanket against his cheek. And throughout the Peanuts stories, neither 

his sister Lucy, nor Charlie Brown, nor Sally, nor Snoopy, nor anyone 

else can get him to let go of his blanket. In fact, he gets panic attacks if 

he misplaces it.   

 



It is, in every sense of the word, his security blanket. It gives him 

comfort and makes him feel safe.   

 

Yet when he is reciting the gospel passage and comes to the verse 

where the angel tells the shepherds, “Fear Not,” Charles Schultz has 

Linus let go of his blanket!  He drops it to the floor with seeming 

indifference.  

 

Fear is something sewn into the human heart: fear of our lives being 

not in our control, fear of ridicule and rejection, fear of failure, fear of 

loss of economic stability, fear of suffering and death – all these fears 

and more drive us to seek a sense of control and stability.  It leads us to 

seek our own form of security blanket. 

 

But the birth of Christ Jesus can separate us from our fears. The birth of 

Christ can free us from the negative habits we are unable, or unwilling, 

to break ourselves. The birth of Christ can allow us to let go of the false 

securities to which we cling so tightly, and learn instead to trust and 

cleave to Christ.  All this He can do, if we but let Him be born into our 

hearts. For He is the light that shines in the darkness and the darkness 

cannot overcome it.  He is our Saviour and Lord.  

 

The world of this past year has been for many a scary place. Our fears 

can lead us to grasp at something around us for security, whatever that 

thing may be.  It is difficult to “fear not.”  

 

But in the midst of such fears and insecurity, “A Charlie Brown 

Christmas” reminds a secular and broken humanity that true security 



and true happiness are not to be found in any worldly thing, but in the 

one place, in the one Person, in which they have always been located 

and can still be found.  In Jesus Christ who is God-with-us.   

“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you tidings of great joy…For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”   

 

Merry Christmas. 


