
3rd Sunday of Easter, April 26, 2020 

The Journey 

 

Today is the 3rd Sunday of the Easter Season.  But our Gospel reading 

takes us back to the chaotic events of that first momentous day when 

Christ rose from the dead.   

 

Early in the morning, around dawn, several women disciples had gone 

to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body.  When they arrived, the stone was 

rolled away and the tomb was empty.  Angels announced to them that 

Jesus was no longer there but had risen.  They ran to tell the apostles 

and others with them.   

 

Peter and John raced to the tomb and found it empty except for the 

linen burial cloths.  They left, but Mary Magdalene – who had returned 

with them – stayed behind weeping. Our Lord appeared to her.  She 

then went to the disciples and announced, “I have seen the Lord.”    

 

At some point Christ appeared to Peter separate from the other 

apostles (Lk 24:34; 1 Cor 15:5). 

 

Then later that same day the incident occurs that we just read about.  It 

is a curious incident when you look at it closely.  Let’s do just that. 

 

Two of Jesus’ disciples are going to a village called Emmaus, about 

eleven kilometres from Jerusalem and are talking to each other about 

the things that had just happened.  Don’t you see something strange in 

this? 



 

They had been in Jerusalem that very day.  More than that, they had 

been with the apostles and other disciples when the women arrived to 

excitedly tell them that they had found the tomb empty and that angels 

had announced that Jesus was alive!  Some of those who were with 

these disciples – probably Peter and John – went to the tomb and 

found it just as the women had described “but,” it is noted, “they did 

not see Him.”   

 

So, with all this commotion going on over the amazing discovery of the 

tomb empty and claims that angels had appeared to announce that 

Jesus is alive, what do these two disciples decide to do?  They decide to 

go home!  

 

They do not stay around to find out if it is true.  They likely left before 

Mary Magdalen returned to announce that she had seen the Lord. They 

did not hear about Peter seeing Him either.  They left early, before 

anything more was found out.  Isn’t that strange? With all this 

happening they decide to leave.  Why? 

 

I think the answer is in their very demeanor and words.  When Jesus 

came near to them and asked what they were talking about, notice 

what happens.  “They stood still, looking sad.”  They weren’t happy or 

excited, they were sad.   

 

They then tell Jesus, whom they do not recognize, “Are you the only 

stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken 

place there in these days?”  The irony is, of course, He is the only one 



that really does understand what has happened.  Anyway, Jesus asks 

them to tell Him, “What things?” 

 

And so they tell Him.  And how they relay the events would qualify 

them as competent news reporters. They tell just the facts they know 

with no embellishments.  But they do add one personal note, “But we 

had hoped that He was the one to redeem Israel.”  In another 

translation it says “Our own hope had been that he would be the one to 

set Israel free” (New Jerusalem Bible). 

 

They had hoped Jesus would set Israel free.  Free from what?  Free 

from the things that were making their lives miserable. Free from 

oppression under the yoke of the Roman conquerors.  Free from 

grinding poverty and back-breaking work. Free from sickness and 

premature death.  (The same type of things from which we seek 

freedom.) 

 

In other words, all the things they believed the Old Testament 

promised the Messiah would give them: long life, good health, 

prosperity, in a free and strong Israel.   

 

But Jesus did none of this.  Instead they saw their hopes dashed when 

He was nailed to a cross. They were dejected.  And so, when they heard 

about these new happenings, rather than get their hopes up again only 

to have them dashed once more, they decide to go home.  They are 

disappointed with Christ. 

 



And don’t we do the same?  Do we not get our hopes up that Jesus’ 

love for us will give us a better life, protect us from serious harm or 

illness, not let the ones we love die prematurely or tragically?  And 

when these things happen, do we not get disappointed with God too?  

Are we not tempted to just walk away?  Stop hoping, stop believing, 

like the two disciples on the road to Emmaus? 

 

But even though they were walking away from Jerusalem – walking 

away from Jesus – notice that He was not walking away from them.  In 

fact, He “came near and went with them” even though they did not 

recognize Him. They did not know it but He was closer to them than 

maybe at any other time in their lives.   

 

And the same is true of us.  The trials and sufferings of life may tempt 

us to abandon our faith in God, feeling like God doesn’t care, that 

maybe Christ isn’t who He claimed to be?  And yet in the midst of our 

doubt and disappointment Christ walks with us.  We may not know it 

but He is here: beside us, listening to us, journeying with us.  Closer to 

us.  He does not abandon us, He never gives up on us, even if we give 

up on Him. 

 

And then Jesus reveals to those wayward disciples how what had 

happened to Him had been foretold in the Scriptures and why He had 

to suffer and die in order to enter into His glory.  He explained the 

meaning of His life. 

 

And I believe that one day – when we finally stand before God – He will 

reveal to us the full meaning of our lives as well, and why the things 



that happened in our lives happened; and how He was with us through 

them all. 

 

When the disciples reach their home and Jesus looks like He is going to 

walk on, without knowing who this stranger is they plead with Him to 

“Stay with us.”  And He does. For “I am with you always; yes, to the end 

of time" (Mt 28:20). 

 

Now comes the great reveal.  How does it happen?  Does Jesus say 

their names, like He did with Mary Magdalen?  No.  Does He show His 

wounds and side, like He did to the apostles?  No.  What does He do?  

“When He was at the table with them, He took bread, blessed and broke 

it, and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were opened, and they 

recognized Him: and He vanished from their sight.”  He reveals Himself 

in the blessing and breaking of bread; in the Eucharist.   

 

And this is how He continues to make Himself known to us, revealing 

Himself to us, to this very day; in the Eucharist.  And how do we 

prepare our hearts for this great reveal; for His staying with us in the 

home of our bodies?  We hear the Scriptures opened up to us as they 

are proclaimed and interpreted at every Mass, so that our hearts may 

burn within us for the truth of Who God is and what He has done for us 

in Jesus Christ. 

 

So that we may then boldly and with confidence make haste in our 

journey of life to the heavenly Jerusalem, where the apostles and all 

the saints are gathered together in the eternal presence of the Risen 

Lord.   Amen.  


