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Before I begin my homily, I just want to remind everyone to please take 

a look at our Knights of Columbus online silent auction site.  The money 

they raise through this auction goes to support various charities.  You 

can find the link to their auction site by going to our parish webpage or 

our Virtual Church and clicking on the “News & Events” button. 

 

Also, beginning next weekend and for three weeks the parish will be 

accepting donations for our annual “Sharing our Christmas” campaign.  

Any funds raised will be given to support the work of Morrison Garden 

Food Cupboard, the Shepherds of Good Hope, and the St Vincent de 

Paul Society.  Envelopes are available in the church, or for those at 

home you can either mail in a cheque or donate by E-Transfer or 

through CanadaHelps.org.  Whatever way you choose please identify it 

as earmarked for “Sharing our Christmas.”  Thank you.  

 

--------------- 

 

The liturgical calendar of the Church has come to an end. Sunday, 

November 22nd is the last Sunday of the year and the 34th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time, though we usually call it by its official name: the 

Solemnity of “Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.”  

 

Although the name sounds ostentatious, the Gospel readings convey a 

distinctly different tone.  The three-year cycle of Sunday readings 

overturns any notion of Christ’s kingship being like those who hold 

worldly power.   

 

https://www.biddingowl.com/Auction/home.cfm?auctionID=24323
https://www.stjohntheapostleparish.com/news-and-events


When the Gospel of John is read on this Solemnity, we hear the passage 

where Pilate is questioning the prisoner Jesus and asking Him, “Are you 

the King of the Jews?” to which our Lord responds, “My kingdom does 

not belong to this world.”    

 

When the Gospel of Luke is read, we find Jesus on the cross, the leaders 

and soldiers jeering at Him, and a sign placed over His head, “This is the 

King of the Jews.”  As He is succumbing to this torturous execution, He 

turns to a repentant criminal hanging beside Him and mercifully 

promises Him salvation.   

 

And this year we read from the Gospel of Matthew, where Jesus is 

telling His disciples that He will indeed return in glory, seated on His 

throne as all nations are gathered before Him.   

 

Both the reading from Ezekiel and the Gospel focus our attention on 

Christ as our Judge.  And how does He exercise His kingly judgment?  

Like a shepherd, separating His sheep from the goats.  A shepherd who 

cares for His sheep.   

 

And what is the standard that He will use to identify His own?  By how 

they treated the poor, the stranger, the sick, and the prisoner.  “Truly, I 

tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and 

sisters of mine, you did it to Me.”  

 

This is the paradox: as we celebrate this feast of Jesus Christ, King of 

the Universe, and honour His majesty and glory, we are told to look at 

Him in His passion, and look for Him among the powerless in our midst.   

 



Why?  Because God is love (1 John 4:8).  And love is self-giving and self-

sacrificing.  Out of love for fallen humanity God sent His Son into the 

world; in Christ He emptied Himself of glory and presented Himself in 

human form so that we could approach Him without fear or hesitation.  

In doing so He made Himself vulnerable to us and for us.   

 

For that is what happens when you love: you enter into another’s life 

and open yourself to experience what they are going through, and you 

seek to help in what is best for them.  You also open yourself to the 

possibility of being rejected and hurt by them.   

 

Into our spiritual emptiness and helplessness Christ entered in: so that 

we would no longer be estranged from Him, so that He could salve our 

wounded nature, liberate us from imprisonment to sin, cover our 

shame with His glory, quench our thirst for transcendent meaning, feed 

us with His very eucharistic self.  Christ became our strength and 

salvation.  

 

And so, now He calls us to love one another as He has loved us, 

especially in serving those among us who are fallen, forgotten, and 

vulnerable; who have lost any sense of their own God-given dignity and 

value.  We can help them see their dignity as brothers and sisters in 

Christ by how we love and treat them; by imitating what Christ has 

done for us.   

 

That is our King. What a mystery! What a wonderment! 


