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Dear Brothers and Sisters, in the first reading, the prophet Ezekiel reminds us that our choices 
have moral weight — what we choose and decide and do matters to God. 
 
And the Gospel focuses on the choices we must make in our lives. 
 
The parable we heard like another similar one, presents us two brothers whose father asks 
them to go to work in the vineyard, and one says "I will not go" but he went, and the other says 
“I will go” but he didn’t go.  
 
A few lines below Jesus gives us the key to understand the parable, Jesus addressing the chief 
priests and elders tells them, John the Baptist came, you saw him, but did not believe in him, 
however the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. 
 
Brothers and sisters, tax collectors and prostitutes basically represent everyone who knows 
that is a sinner, but who at the same time is brave and humble to repent of their sins. 
 
The other group is made up of the chief priests and the elders, to whom Jesus tells this parable. 
This group represents those who think that they never sin 
 
The two sons and the two groups are related … 
 
The first son, the one who said "I'm not going", and then repented and went, his behavior is 
similar to the attitude of the tax collectors and prostitutes who, being sinners, believed in John, 
repented and followed him. And the same happens in our reality when we act recklessly or 
automatically, without thinking carefully about what we are doing, but at the end we recognize 
that we have sinned, and we heartily repent of our sins. 
 
The behavior of the second son, the one who said he was going to work and did not keep his 
word, is the same behavior as the behavior of the chief priests and elders, who did not comply 
with the law, but nonetheless pressured the people to comply with the law. We’ve all known 
people who talk a lot, but do little, and people who make promises that they never keep. And if 
we are honest, we must admit that we have probably behaved that way ourselves sometimes. 
  
Brothers and sisters, our life is a duality, each of us are sometimes the son who said “yes” and 
did not go and other times we are the son who said “no” and went. 
 
We are constantly fighting between good and evil. Our heart is a battlefield where two forces 
face each other. Battles that we sometimes win and battles that we sometimes lose, and when 
we lose them it leaves us with an immense pain in our hearts because we fail our God. 
 



We are warriors, spiritual warriors, in active service fighting every day against the forces of evil, 
it seems like a movie, but it is real, it is the movie of our life and we are the ones who every day 
are building the end of this movie. 
 
Brothers and sisters, today's Gospel brings us hope because it tells us about repentance, 
because being sinners is not an impediment to our salvation, we heard it in the Gospel: " ... the 
tax collectors and the prostitutes are going to enter the kingdom of God before those who 
thought that they were already perfectly holy”. 
 
As long as we live we can choose to change the way we live. Even if we make a mistake or 
commit a sin, God is always open to our conversion. He wants a contrite and repentant heart, 
let us work on that for the rest of our lives ... Amen 
 
 
 


