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From Our Grand Knight – A Heartfelt Thank You  

This special edition of our 

newsletter, “Beyond the 

Chambers”, is intended to 

honour and recognize our 

Brother Knights and other 

Parishioners who have 

earned special awards 

during the past fraternal 

year. In a way, these 

awards provide brief snapshots of the degree 

of involvement in all of the activities that we 

undertook as a Council. Also, they bear 

witness to the dedication shown in 

embracing our focus on Faith, 

Fraternity, Family and Fun. 

As a result, we felt it was important to 

share these awards with the entire 

Council and with all Parishioners at St. 

John the Apostle Parish. The awards 

themselves are each unique. They are 

sprinkled with a touch of humour, while 

at the same time, expressing heartfelt 

gratitude. 

 

Message from Our Pastor  heart.” 

Without the efforts of parishioners who 

give freely of themselves, a church would 

fall apart. The COVID-19 pandemic 

illustrates this point. When churches 

were finally allowed to reopen for 

services, volunteers were needed to 

make this possible. In this special edition 

of Beyond the Chambers a spotlight is 

shone on some Knights and other 

members of our parish, including a staff 

member, whose humble service we want 

to acknowledge and honour. - Fr Lindsay 

Harrison 

What do you think keeps a 

parish alive? Many might 

think it is the pastor. 

Obviously, the role of the 

pastor is important. 

However, I would say 

volunteers are the 

lifeblood of any parish. It 

takes a lot of work to 

make a church function. If parishioners had 
not stepped forward, we would still be closed. 

Elizabeth Andrew once said, “Volunteers do 

not necessarily have the time; they have the  
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In the year 2000, Sir Knight, Ted Stephen initiated the Parish 
Memorial Mass. This special Mass was intended to allow family 
members to honour those parishioners who died during the past 
year.  

Since its origin, the Memorial Mass has proven to be a beautiful, 
moving, and enduring celebration of life. It has been attempted 
by other Councils, but none achieved our success. Sadly, Brother 
Ted passed-away during the last fraternal year. To remember him 
for this wonderful contribution, this plaque will be displayed in 
our Council Chamber. 

Posthumous Award: Ted Stephen 
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Brother Mike Leeder 
embraced our key 
focus areas of Faith, 
Family, Fraternity and 
Fun with all of his 
energy and talents. 
Mike participated in 
virtually everything 
that the Knights 

undertook during this fraternal year.  

Approaching every task with great 

enthusiasm and joy Mike would always come 

up with new ideas on how to do things 

better. He revamped our inventory system, 

built shelves in our storage room, 

telephoned all Council members to check on 

their well-being on a bi-weekly basis during 

the pandemic and assisted in testing and 

ultimately zeroing in on the best virtual 

meeting platform for our Council.  

Mike volunteered to help at all but one of our events (surgery got in the way during the Christmas Turkey Dinner). He never 

signed up for any specific task or duty because he always wanted to do whatever needed to be done. Mike is a joy to work 

with and he is a shining example of what it means to be a Knight. We are truly blessed to have him. 
 

Knight of the Year Award: 
Mike Leeder 
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You came as strangers. We didn’t 
know you. In a very short period 
of time both of you captured our 
hearts with your faith, kindness 
and enthusiasm.  

You became involved in all that we 
do. You guided us on our journey 
of faith and as a result enriched our lives spiritually and personally. You became dear friends. Your choice as 
Family of the Year became unanimous when Yoli started baking cakes for us. 
  

Family of the Year Award: 
Deacon Victor and Yoli Mesta 
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Brother Jamie served as 
Financial 

Secretary for 
the last 3 
years. 

He expertly 
managed our 
finances and 
most of our 

communications with Supreme 
and State organizations. 

 Audits were never an issue since 
our financial bookkeeping was 
always in excellent order. Jamie 
mastered the Knights “on-line” 
member website with ease. 

Brother Jamie is stepping down 
as Financial Secretary this year - leaving big shoes to fill 
 
  

Faithful Financial Secretary 
Extraordinaire Merit Award: 

Jamie Burnett 
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From the first 
edition of 
“Beyond the 
Chambers” in 
October, to 
the most 
recent edition 
in June, our 

newsletter 
has been a 
work of art. A 

true labour of love for Mike. The 
formatting, the layout and the 
injection of photos and artwork 
was always done meticulously and 
tastefully - an outstanding piece of 
journalism 
 
  

Newsletter Publisher par 
Excellence Award: 

Mike Proctor 
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Dan took 

charge of 

acquiring and 

editing all the 

submissions to 

“Beyond the 

Chambers”. 

Never did a 

spelling error 

emerge nor an article appear that 

wasn’t expertly vetted. 

I have read newsletters from other 

Councils and even some that have 

won awards. I believe that our 

newsletter is the best by far - and 

all because of the excellent work of Dan and Mike. 
 
  

Newsletter Editor par 
Excellence Award: 

Dan Beausoleil 
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The “Feed ‘Em First Then 
Clean Up the Mess” 

Award: Michel and Karen 
Lavoie 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Michel and Karen took over 

providing food and drinks after 

each Council Meeting. Karen 

made the sandwiches, Michel 

brought them and then made 

sure everything was cleaned up 

afterwards.  

Michel also took charge of 

kitchen clean up after our Parish events. I would always look to see if Michel had signed up for “Clean Up” and 

breathed a huge sigh of relief every time he did, which turned out to be every time we hosted an event. 
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John earned his 
first Degree 
earlier this year. 
Notably I 
remember John 
coming to our 
events and helping 
out, doing 

whatever was needed, during the 
year before he joined the Knights. 
And, many times, with his dad, 
Harry, in tow. John worked as a 
Knight even before he formally 
became one. I guess he must have 
been checking us out first. 

During the current fraternal year 

John helped out everywhere. He 

would sell tickets at Mass and he 

also volunteered to do set up and 

clean up at events. 

John is a doer and embraces his 

role as a Knight with dedication and 

joy. 
  

Rookie of the Year Award: 
John Chowhan 
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Sister Rosemary heads the “Upper 

Room Home of Prayer” located on 

Centrepointe Drive, just minutes 

from our Parish. 

The “Upper 

Room” 

celebrated its 

30-year 

anniversary this 

past year. 

I had heard of 

the tremendous 

work done at the “Upper Room” in 

helping people with personal issues 

and in particular with issues of faith. 

I knew that Sister Rosemary would 

make an excellent speaker at one of 

our “Drinks and the Divine” get 

togethers. So, I asked her if she 

would come and speak on a subject of her choosing. She accepted and proceeded to blow us away with her talk on “Discernment - 

a Way of Life”. Her pleasant demeanor and the power of her words profoundly touched our hearts and our souls. All who attended 

walked away that evening, aglow, with renewed faith and spirituality.  

Certificate of Appreciation: 
Sister Rosemary O’Toole 
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Jim and Joan Quinn were a “Fantastic 
40 Cans for Lent Team”. The Quinns 
took the lead in organizing and 
coordinating the food drive at the 
Church and schools for the 40 Cans 
for Lent event.  

With the help of Brother Mike 
Leeder, they collected and 
distributed 1,950 lbs of food, $3280 
in cash and $200 in grocery store gift 
cards. All of this, even under the difficult conditions of this Spring, they managed to complete so as to help others who are in 
need. 
 
  

40 Cans for Lent Award: 
Jim and Joan Quinn 
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Fred Adibe took on the organizing 
and coordinating of our annual 
Memorial Mass, the school Basketball 

Free Throw 
competition 

and soccer 
challenge.  

Fred helps 
the Council 

both 
spiritually and 
temporally by 
the work he 
does, helping 

the bereaved and grieving families of 
the Parish, as well as bringing some 
happiness and excitement to the 
students who participate in the 
soccer challenge.  

Fred also came up with the brilliant 
initiative of recognizing Ted Stephen who began the Memorial Mass. 
 
  

Memorial Mass and School 

Soccer Challenge Award: 

Fred Adibe 
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Whenever Phil was asked to make 

the signs, posters and tickets for 

the Knights’ upcoming events, he 

always 

cheerfully 

accepted. 

Then he 

would work 

long hours 

to develop 

the artwork 

which 

attracted 

the 

parishioner’s attention and 

helped to make these events 

successful. 

 
  

Ticket & Sign Master 

Award: 

Phil Batty 
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“Can’t leave it alone - Can’t leave it!” 
Évariste was 
instrumental in 
keeping the 

Wednesday 
euchre club 
going even when 
he was unable to 
participate as 
fully as he once 
did.  

Évariste recognized the important 
social function this club contributed 
as well as its ability to raise funds for 
the Council. 

 

  

Ace Euchre Club Manager 

Award: 

Évariste Thériault 
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Steve was always willing to pitch in 

and help 

with the 

set-up and 

take-down 

for our 

Knights’ 

events. He 

moved 

countless 

tables and chairs up and down the 

elevator and provided a reliable and 

much needed source of help. 

 

  

Best Custodian Award: 

Steve Short 
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Teresa could always be found outside, 

by the side door of the church, for 

every Mass, no matter what the 

weather, greeting and welcoming 

people to the church.  

For practically every Knights’ event 
she helped to recruit volunteers, sold 
tickets and would help people by 
operating the elevator.  

Always cheerful and smiling, Teresa 
would assist in any way she possibly 
could. 
  

Greeter, Helper, Elevator 

Operator and Volunteer 

Organizer Extraordinaire 

Award: 

Teresa Wong 
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Navitha and Mikaela helped to 

recruit the 

much-needed 

student 

volunteers 

for the 

Knights’ 

events.  

They also 

assisted with 

the 

supervision 

of volunteers, helped to make the 

serving of meals and desserts 

function smoothly and then they 

would help with clean up. 
 

 

 

 

Student Team Leadership 

Award: 

Navitha Kokkat and 

Mikaela Brandao-Matos 
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The Honoris -What is it? 

The Honoris (Latin for place of 
Honour), was founded in 2012 by 
12 Knights from various Councils 
in the Ottawa area. It has a true 
colour statue of Fr. McGivney, 
prayer request boxes and 
displays of the life and times of 
Fr. McGivney and history of the 
order he founded, the Knights 
of Columbus. The Chairman of 

the Honoris 
committee is SK Michael O’Neill of Cartier Assembly 860.  

Where is it? 

It is located in the Grotto of Saint Patrick's Basilica, Ottawa, 
Ontario, Canada.  

What is it for? 

The Honoris is to make our fellow Knights and the public aware of 
the life and works of the Venerable Founder of the Knights of 
Columbus and from this to create devotion to and for him, and to 

advance his cause for sainthood. 

In Memory of our Dearly Departed 

Each year on August 14th, the anniversary of his death, a Mass in memory of Venerable 
Michael J. McGivney and those in the Honoris Memorial Book is said at Saint Patrick’s 
Basilica. The departed will be remembered at every Holy Mass at Saint Patrick's 
Basilica during the month of November. Also, they are enrolled for daily Masses with 
The Precious Blood Fathers. You may have the name of a departed family member or 
friend entered into the Memorial Book by sending an email to: infohonoris@gmail.com 

The Guild 

Recently, the Board of Directors has appointed SK Michael O’Neill to be Chairman of the 
Michael J. McGivney Guild. The Guild serves as a source of information about the life, 
works and spirituality of Father McGivney and promotes the cause for his canonization. 

 
Beyond the Chambers is a Newsletter published periodically throughout the Fraternal Year by the 
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SK Michael O'Neill 


