
Second Sunday of Advent 

December 5-6, 2020 

 

A reminder that it is necessary to pre-register for the Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day masses.  We will not be able to allow those who have 

not booked in advance to attend.  Pre-registration opens this weekend.  

It can be done online by visiting our website or by calling the office.  If 

you are pre-registering for more than four people you must call the 

office.  If you know of any parishioner who is not online and may not be 

aware of the pre-registration please inform them.  Thank you. 

 

------------------------------------ 

 

We live in a fast-paced world.  One of constant “breaking news” where 

there is a rush to analyse and comment on some story before it soon 

becomes dated.  

 

People send text messages or tweets expecting an almost immediate 

response.  Instant communication is the order of the day.  We all seem 

to be in a big hurry.   

 

But have you ever noticed that God does not seem to be in a big hurry 

about most things?   

 

When Abraham was 75-years old God promised him a son but would 

not fulfil that promise for another 25 years.  Being seventy-five one can 

understand that Abraham was in a bit of a hurry!  The Jewish people 

were 400 years in Egypt before God sent Moses to bring them out of 

their captivity.  When Isaiah gave the prophecy to King Ahaz, “Behold, 

the virgin is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 



Immanuel” 700 years would pass before its ultimate fulfilment.  And 

when Christ was born, He would spend the first 30-years of His life in 

seclusion and silence before beginning His public ministry, which would 

only last the final three years of His earthly life. 

 

Yes, God seems to be in no hurry.  The same is true of Jesus’ promise to 

return in glory.  Many of the first Christians lived in expectation that the 

Day of the Lord would happen soon, well within their own lifetime.  But 

years and decades passed and soon they too were passing away.  And 

worse, the Church was now beginning to face persecution from the 

mighty Roman Empire.  They were looking to be rescued by God.  Yet 

Christ had not returned. 

 

Scoffers arose amongst them saying, “Where is the promise of His 

coming? For ever since our ancestors died, all things continue as they 

were from the beginning of creation!” (2 Peter 3:4). This is what Saint 

Peter is addressing in our Second Reading.  

 

And it was a matter of personal interest to him too. For Peter is nearing 

the end of his own life.  As he writes at the beginning of this letter, “I 

know that my death will come soon, as indeed our Lord Jesus Christ has 

made clear to me.” (2 Peter 1:14).   

 

And so, Peter counters their claim that since Jesus has not yet returned, 

He must not be coming. In a passage that is not included in today’s 

reading, he reminds his audience that the scoffers have forgotten that 

God’s word brought the world into existence and that same word 

caused the natural elements to flood the world in punishment for sin in 

Noah’s day.  God’s word is true and powerful.  He tells them that “the 



day of judgement and destruction” will eventually come when God will 

destroy the ungodly and transform His creation as by purifying fire. 

 

He then goes on to tell them: “But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, 

that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 

years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some 

think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but 

all to come to repentance.  But the day of the Lord will come like a 

thief…” (2 Peter 3:8-10a).  Peter borrows the language of Psalm 90.  The 

Psalm contrasts God’s view of time with our human view of time.  They 

are radically different. 

 

Time, as we experience it, only measures the physical world. God is 

outside of time and so His eternal perspective is unlike our own time-

bound horizon. Time greatly affects us, but it does not affect God. All of 

time is equally present to Him.  For He lives in the eternal moment.  The 

past, the present, and the future are all present to Him with equal 

vividness. We remember a few things from our past, but forget most. 

And we are limited by our finite perspective in perceiving the present.  

As to the future, well, it is totally hidden from us.  Whereas for God, He 

sees everything happening, everywhere, throughout all time, all at 

once.  So, from God’s perspective a day is no different than a thousand 

years. 

 

Our human understanding and expectations are naturally bound by our 

own brief existence and our desire to experience the fullness of God’s 

redemption now. We are impatient to see our broken lives fully 

restored, to see evil destroyed, and so we cry out with the martyrs of 

Revelation 6, “Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long will it be…?” 

(Rev. 6:9-10).  



 

So, Peter goes on to tell us why God delay’s His Son’s return.  Not to 

discredit His promises.  Rather it is out of mercy for sinners. He wants 

to give everyone a chance to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9).  He is 

giving opportunity for all to turn away from their sins and to return to 

Him.  And so, it is to our advantage that He delays.  It is evidence of His 

love and patience, not of His indifference and tardiness.   

 

Let’s face it, I think most of us can think of a period in our lives that if 

Christ had returned, we might not have stood in a favourable light 

before Him.  But God was patient with us and gave us time.  How then 

can we deny to others what we have suffered advantage from 

ourselves?   

 

God is mercifully creating more space for more people to repent and 

turn to Him.  The day will surely come when God will send His Son to 

bring down the stage curtain on human history. But in the meantime, 

He continues to work for the salvation of humanity (see 1 Timothy 2:4).  

“Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be 

found by Him at peace” (2 Peter 3:14).  

 

Every day which comes to us is a gift of mercy. Ever day is a precious 

opportunity.  Let us use it well. 


