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In last week’s Gospel we met John the Baptist who appeared in the 

Judean wilderness dressed in camel hair, eating locust and wild honey, 

and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  

But this week we meet John the Witness.   

 

Yes, John baptized many in the Jordan but He also testified to the divine 

light that had come into the world.  And that is what this Gospel 

emphasizes.  John, the human witness to a cosmic event. 

 

John created quite a sensation when he first appeared and began 

baptizing people in order to prepare them, as he said, for the One who 

was coming after him.  This led the Pharisees to send priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to question John. “Who are you?”  One might 

interpret their question as more of a scold: “Who do you think you 

are!”   

 

John knows what concerns them and so he states: “I am not the 

Messiah.”  “What then?” they ask, “Are you Elijah?” “I am not.”  “Are 

you the Prophet?” “No.”   

 

In frustration the questioners finally demand, “Who are you? Let us 

have an answer for those who sent us.  What do you say about 

yourself?” John responds by invoking the prophet Isaiah: “I am the 

voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 

Lord.’”   



 

He is the herald of someone much greater than himself, who is coming 

after him, who already stands among them.  One of whom John is “not 

worthy to untie the thong of His sandals.”  He is announcing the arrival 

of the Messiah of God, the long awaited One in whom Israel placed its 

hope.  

 

That is why great crowds were going out to John from the whole 

Judean countryside and Jerusalem, were being baptized by him in the 

Jordan and confessing their sins (see Mark 1:5).  For he was bringing 

them a message of hope. 

 

There are two ways of approaching this life and God’s presence in it. 

One way is epitomized by John. The other way is epitomized by the 

priests and Levites. We are either witnesses or questioners. 

 

John was a witness sent from God “to testify to the light, so that all 

might believe through him.” The priests and Levites, on the other hand, 

were questioners sent by the Pharisees to challenge John and what he 

was doing. “Who are you?” “Why are you baptizing if you are neither 

the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”  They are not in the light but 

in the dark.  

 

John, on the other hand, knows who he is and what he is about. He 

speaks the truth but he is not the Truth. He testifies to the light but he 

is not the Light. He is the voice of one crying out in the wilderness but 

he is not the Word who lives among us. 

 



John is willing to bet his life on the truth of his message. That is how it 

is with witnesses to Christ. They live and die based on what they know 

and have experienced.  The real difference between witnesses and 

questioners is this: questioners demand answers while witnesses offer 

hope.  

 

Which do we need more today: questions or hope?  More than ever, 

we need witnesses to hope. We all have enough questions of our own. 

What we need to hear is “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world” (John 1:29). 

 

John’s is the voice of hope. But his was not the only voice. The Virgin 

Mary had already proclaimed God as Saviour, the Mighty One who 

shows favor to the lowly, offers mercy to those who fear Him, lifts up 

the lowly, fills the hungry with good things, and comes to the help of 

His people in remembrance of His mercy and promises (see Luke 1:46-

55). 

 

And before Mary there was Isaiah. The Lord anointed him to bring good 

news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim 

liberty to the captives, release to the prisoners, to proclaim a time of 

the Lord’s favour.  

 

Each one is a witness to hope. John, the Blessed Virgin, and Isaiah each 

testify that beyond the circumstances of this life and world there is a 

greater reality. There is God.  And there is the Word.  The Word that 

was with God and that was God.  In Him is life and that life is the light of 

all people, a light that shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot 



overcome it (see John 1:1-5,14). That Word is Jesus Christ, our ultimate 

hope. 

 

Let’s face it.  Life has many difficulties and tragedies.  We cannot 

escape them.  When we experience them, we naturally seek answers.  

We become questioners.  But our questions do not bring us 

satisfaction.  And our questions cannot sustain us. What we really need 

is hope.  

 

Hope does not make life easy. But hope does make life possible. Hope 

reminds us that things will not always be like this. That there is a 

greater light and life coming to us. In fact, it is already here.  

 

But hope is not something we can give to ourselves. Since it is based on 

a reality beyond us, it must have its source in something beyond us.  It 

is a grace that comes from God alone. For, as John the Witness said, 

“No one can receive anything except what has been given from heaven” 

(John 3:27).   

 

But we must desire hope.  We must seek it out.  Most of all we must 

realize that hope can only be found in a Person.  It is found in the 

Person of Jesus Christ.  He is our hope of salvation (see Romans 8:18-

25).   

 

And when we have truly found Him, when we have placed all our trust 

in Him and in His promises, when we are prepared to live and die for 

Him, then we too can become witnesses to hope. 


