
Palm Sunday, April 5, 2020 

A Week in Review 

(check our Facebook page for a video of this homily) 

 

Many American historians consider David Herbert Donald’s 1995 

biography of Abraham Lincoln the best out there.   It is a long read at 

600 pages, divided into 21 chapters.  But would it surprise you if I told 

you that well over half of all those pages, 12 chapters of the book, are 

taken up with only 4 years of Lincoln’s life – from 1861-1865?   

 

Of course not, you would say, those are the Civil War years, when 

Lincoln was President of the United States, the most decisive years of 

his life, when he made decisions that would affect the course of the 

war and the entire future of the United States!  Naturally they would 

receive the most extensive and detailed attention! 

 

Well would it surprise you if I told you that over 1/3 of the four Gospels, 

29 out of the combined 89 chapters, are taken up with just one week of 

our Lord’s life?  Of course not, you would say, those are the last and 

most decisive days of Jesus’ life – that culminated in His passion, death 

and resurrection – which would affect the eternal state of humanity!  

Naturally they would receive the most extensive and detailed 

attention!   

 

One New Testament scholar goes as far as to say: “The Gospels are 

essentially passion narratives with extended introductions.” 

 



Well, the celebration of that most momentous week begins today, with 

Palm Sunday. (Liturgically it is also called “Passion Sunday” and is the 

only Sunday in the year when the Passion Narrative is proclaimed.)  So, 

let’s walk through the first part of Holy Week with Jesus.  We’ll begin 

with the day before Palm Sunday and go till only the morning of Holy 

Thursday.   

 

Now I must tell you that the exact order in which some of these events 

took place is not clear, in fact can be confusing, and are still debated by 

biblical scholars.  Mine is just one possible chronology of the events.  

With that qualification in mind, here we go. 

 

On Saturday Jesus and His disciples arrive at Bethany, about three 

kilometres from Jerusalem.  That evening they have dinner in the house 

of Simon the Leper.  Lazarus is reclining at the table and Martha is 

helping serve.  While at dinner, Mary takes a jar of costly nard, a 

perfume, kneels before Jesus and anoints His feet with it and wipes His 

feet with her hair.   

 

Judas complains the money spent on the perfume could have been 

used to help the poor.  Jesus rebukes him saying, “Leave her alone. It 

was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of My 

burial. You will always have the poor among you, but you will not 

always have Me.” 

 

On Sunday we find our Lord and His disciples near the village of 

Bethphage, which was likely on the eastern slope of the Mount of 

Olives.  It is roughly about as far from walled City of Jerusalem as the 



Museum of Nature is from Parliament Hill.  Jesus sends two of His 

disciples to look for a donkey and its colt. The disciples were instructed 

to untie the animals and bring them to Him. 

 

What is the significance of the donkey?  When King David knew that his 

death was near, he named his son, Solomon, as his successor.  He told 

the priest Zadok and the prophet Nathan to let his son ride his father's 

donkey into Jerusalem for his coronation as king.   

  

Also, in times of war kings would ride in chariots or upon horses.  But 

when war had ended the king would ride a donkey, to symbolize that 

peace prevailed.  

 

In riding into Jerusalem on a donkey Jesus was fulfilling the prophecy of 

Zechariah (9:9): 

 

" Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

    Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

Lo, your king comes to you; 

    triumphant and victorious is he, 

humble and riding on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

 

Jesus comes in sight of Jerusalem and weeps over the Holy City, saying, 

“If you, even you, had only recognized on this day the things that make 

for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.” 

 



Riding the donkey, He crosses the Kidron Valley and probably moves 

toward the Eastern Gate of the City (called “the Beautiful Gate” in the 

Acts of the Apostles).  A crowd gathers and begins laying their cloaks 

and palms on the road ahead of Him, bursting into shouts of praise: 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  

 

In the evening Jesus returns to Bethany with His disciples. 

 

On Monday morning, Jesus and His disciples set out for Jerusalem. 

Along the way, He curses a fig tree because it has failed to bear fruit. In 

book of the prophet Hosea the fig tree is a symbol of Israel (Hosea 

9:10).  Jesus likely means this action as a sign of God's judgment on 

Israel (and by extension on us too, when we fail to bear the fruit of the 

kingdom).  

 

When Christ arrives at the Temple, He overturns the tables of the 

money changers and clears them from the Temple, declaring, “It is 

written, ‘My house shall be a house of prayer’; but you have made it a 

den of robbers.”  

 

As He is leaving the Temple His disciples express their marvel at the size 

of the building. Our Lord reveals to them that the Temple will one day 

be destroyed.  At the Mount of Olives His disciples privately ask Him to 

expand upon this prophesy, and so He speaks about the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the “end of the age.” 

 



That evening Jesus again stays in Bethany. Meanwhile, back in 

Jerusalem the chief priests and the elders gather in the palace of 

Caiaphas, the high priest, and conspire to clandestinely arrest Jesus and 

kill Him. 

 

On Tuesday Jesus and His disciples again return to Jerusalem. They pass 

the now-withered fig tree, and Our Lord speaks about the importance 

of faith and prayer. 

 

Back at the Temple the religious leaders challenge Jesus’ authority to 

do the things He does. Jesus tells a number of parables.  They try to 

entrap Him by asking whether taxes should be paid to Caesar?  Jesus 

asks whose image is on the coin and they say the emperors.  He 

responds, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the 

emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”  

 

The Sadducees mock belief in an afterlife by asking Jesus about a 

widow who was married seven times; whose wife will she be at the 

resurrection?  Our Lord responds that in the resurrection “they neither 

marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels.”  

 

Questions continue and our Lord, knowing the hypocrisy and malice of 

the religious leaders, warns the people about them and rebukes the 

scribes and Pharisees. 

 

Christ sits down opposite the treasury, and watches the crowd putting 

money into the treasury. A poor widow puts in two small copper coins 

and Jesus draws this to the attention of His disciples, saying, “Truly I tell 



you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are 

contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of 

their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she 

had, all she had to live on.” 

 

Some time on Wednesday Judas Iscariot meets secretly with the chief 

priests and agrees to betray Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. 

 

On Thursday morning Jesus and His disciples are in Bethany.  The 

disciples ask Jesus where are they going to eat the Passover?  Jesus 

directs Peter and John to “go into the city to a certain man, and say to 

him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your 

house with My disciples.’” They are led to an Upper Room where they 

make preparations for the Passover Meal. 

 

We all know what happens next.  Some of the events of Thursday 

evening and of the days following (which in our liturgy we call the 

Triduum) I will speak about later this week.   

 

I intend to post homilies for Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter 

Sunday.  In the meantime, meditate on the events of Holy Week.  

Maybe take one of the Gospels and begin to slowly and prayerfully read 

its narrative of this Week in Christ’s life.  Take your time. Don’t try to 

read it in one sitting or one day. For:  

 

Matthew start at Chapter 21  

Mark start at Chapter 11 

Luke start at Chapter 19.   



 

I would advise leaving John’s Gospel till the Triduum, as he spends only 

Chapter 12 on the events covered in this homily, while chapters 13 to 

20 are almost entirely preoccupied with the happenings of Holy 

Thursday to Easter Sunday.   

 

God bless. 


