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Parables 

 

“A sower went out to sow.”  That simple sentence begins one of the 

best-known parables our Lord ever told.  The word “parable” comes 

from the Greek paraballein, meaning “to throw out before others.”  As 

our Lord traveled from town to town, He would throw out these very 

short stories to the crowds that came to see and hear Him.  

 

These parables stick in a person’s mind and would give them something 

to reflect on long after Jesus moved on to the next place.  They have 

given Christians something to reflect on for all these centuries. 

 

And there is genius in the parables.  They are simple, succinct and yet 

deep and often paradoxical.  Our Lord would draw images from 

everyday life; things to which His audience could easily relate or 

appreciate.  A shepherd and his sheep, a woman searching for a lost 

coin, servants working in their master’s vineyard, a debtor who cannot 

pay his debt.  Yet within these stories are hidden something of the 

great mystery of God’s providential design in sending His Son into the 

world and His Son’s founding of His Kingdom-Church. 

 

The parable of the sower describes three failed attempts at sowing 

seed – on the path, the rocky ground, and among the thorns – and one 

successful effort: on the good soil. 

 



In that simple imagery our Lord teaches us something about God.  

About His generosity in casting about His grace and truth seemingly 

indiscriminately – toward any and all – that anyone may have an 

opportunity to receive it into their hearts and the offer of salvation it 

brings.   

 

It tells us something about our witness as Christians.  That we are 

merely seed-sowers: we are called to live and speak the truth – to plant 

seeds – but let God worry about the rest.  

 

Finally, we learn something about what hinders and what helps God’s 

grace and truth to grow in peoples’ hearts.  About the danger of 

unreceptive hearts, shallow living, about being caught up in worldly 

cares and distractions, about keeping the wrong company, and the 

destructive intent of the Devil.  We also learn about hearts that are 

open to, or that are opened by, God’s grace and take His truth into the 

very depths of their being. And how it can transform their lives and 

have untold effect on the world around them.   

 

God bless. 


