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In the section of Matthew’s gospel just before today’s reading Jesus 

had reproached people who witnessed His “deeds of power” but had 

not repented of their sins and believed in Him.  

 

He now gives us some insight into one of the reasons for their unbelief 

and reveals what is necessary for faith.  Jesus prays to His Father, 

thanking Him “because you have hidden these things from the wise and 

intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father for such was 

Your gracious will.” 

 

The “things” that are either hidden or revealed are the reality of who 

Jesus is and the content of His teachings. 

 

Jesus is here speaking of those whose intellectual pride makes them 

think they are sufficiently wise.  It blinds them to their need for Christ 

and the truth of His revelation.  The mysteries of God are thus hidden 

from them precisely because they have focused their hearts and minds 

on themselves and their own abilities.   

 

It is not that God will not have them, but it is they who will not have 

God. 

 

So, while those who are intellectually proud stubbornly reject Christ 

and His teachings, those who are childlike in their attitude are more 

responsive in accepting them.   



 

We must remember faith is a gift from God – we do not give it to 

ourselves – but to those who humbly recognize their own sinfulness 

and their need for God, to them God gives the grace of faith that opens 

their hearts and minds to Christ and His teachings.  

 

What are some of the child-like qualities we should have toward Christ 

and the teachings He entrusted to His Church?  A docile and teachable 

attitude, complete trust, unpretentiousness, and a humble recognition 

of one’s utter dependence on God.  

 

God hides the mysteries of His kingdom from the worldly “wise and 

intelligent” but reveals them to the little ones of faith. For He uses the 

foolish to confound the wise. He uses the weak to shame the strong. He 

uses the underdogs of this world to judge the “winners.”   


