
Homily for All Saints Day 

November 1, 2020 

 

Today is All Saints Day, the day on which we honour all the souls in 

Heaven, those known to us and those known to God alone.  I was going 

to talk today about Pope Francis’ widely publicized remarks about same-

sex unions but I can’t let this great Solemnity go by without speaking 

about it.  So, I’ll leave that topic till next week.  So be aware, if you are 

here at Mass next weekend Pope Francis’ remarks will be the topic of my 

homily. 

 

As Catholics we honour on this Day all the saints in Heaven. In the 

Apostle’s Creed we profess our belief in “the Communion of Saints:” that 

we the living and those who have departed from this world to their 

eternal reward are still united as members of one family – the family of 

God – and still care about each other.  And it is in the lives of the saints, 

as the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, that the holiness of the 

Church shines through. 

 

In the New Testament, however, the designation “saint” is not restricted 

solely to those who are with God in Heaven. Rather, both the Acts of the 

Apostles and the letters of Saint Paul use the term more generally; to 

designate all those who have been washed clean of sin and consecrated 

to Christ through faith and Baptism.  In other words, it is applied to all of 

us, no matter how much our lives may be in need of improvement.   

 

The word “saint” comes from the Greek verb “hagiazo” and means “to 

set apart” or “make holy.”  For that is what God has done with us in 



Baptism: He has set us apart from the world for Himself and called us to 

enter into His holiness.  As St. Peter says in his first letter: “As He who 

called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct; for it is written, 

‘You shall be holy, for I am holy’” (1 Pet. 1:15-16). 

 

Both Saint Paul and this Feast emphasize the universal nature of the call 

to holiness.  Reminding us that sanctity is not the special preserve of a 

handful of spiritual superheroes but is meant for all of us.  We are all 

called to live close to God both now and forever.  The feast of All Saints 

reminds us that being a saint is the goal of the Christian life.   

 

Once we understand this, we will realize that the whole purpose of 

everything in the Church — the Scriptures, the preaching, the Mass, the 

Sacraments, the corporal and spiritual works of mercy, everything — is 

meant to bring us to that place where we become what God intended us 

to be: saints.  

 

Pope Francis once compared the lives of the saints to stained-glass 

windows. Just as light enters a church through multi-coloured windows, 

so the diversity of the lives of saints shine forth “according to their own 

shade,” allowing the light of God to permeate the darkness of sin in the 

world. The Pope reminds us that "this is the purpose of life, even for us."    

 

Thomas Merton’s early years were a time of spiritual confusion, loss of 

any religious conviction, and, during his Cambridge University days, 

reckless self-indulgence.  Yet he would go on to become a Trappist monk 

and maybe the most famous Catholic spiritual writer of the 20th century.  

Merton’s autobiography of this journey, The Seven Story Mountain, was 



an international bestseller and is listed by National Review as one of the 

100 best non-fiction books of the 20th century. 

 

In a memorable scene in Merton’s autobiography, he tells the story of a 

conversation he had one day, not long after his joining the Catholic 

Church in 1939, while walking down Fifth Avenue in New York City with 

his friend, Robert Lax.  Lax, who was Jewish, asked Merton: “What do you 

want to be anyway?” 

 

Merton hesitated, then responded, “I guess I want to be a good 

Catholic.” 

 

Lax stopped Merton in his tracks.  “What you should say,” Lax declared, 

“is that you want to be a saint.” 

 

Dumfounded, Merton replied, “How do you expect me to be a saint?” 

 

“By wanting to,” stated Lax. “All that is necessary to be a saint is to want 

to be one. Don’t you believe that God will make you what He created you 

to be, if you will consent to let Him do it?  All you have to do is desire it.” 

 

That conversation set Thomas Merton’s heart and mind on a long search 

that would eventually lead him to the monastery of Gethsemani.  Robert 

Lax would later convert to Catholicism himself.   

 

You know, the words of Lax ring as true today as they did back then. For 

they speak simply and profoundly to our Christian calling.  You should 



want to be a saint. And to be one, all you need is to truly desire to be 

one.  Commit yourself unreservedly to that goal. 

 

Of course, if you only want to be a run-of-the-mill average Christian, that 

is easily done.  Anyone can do just enough to get by, it’s not hard.  But 

that is probably all you will ever be. Whether that is good enough for God 

is another question.  

 

But the message Christ sends to all of us is an invitation to be something 

more: “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt 

5:48). To be, by God’s grace and your cooperation with it, all that God 

intended you to be.  

 

All Saints Day beckons us toward something beautiful.  It reminds us of 

our great potential; the promise of God that lies within each one of us. 

The promise of holiness. The call to be a saint. 


