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Once upon a time a new pastor arrived at a parish.  On his first Sunday 

parishioners were naturally curious to hear his first homily.  They were 

hoping he would be a gifted homilist. 

 

They were not disappointed. He spoke on Christ’s words: “I give you a 

new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 

you also should love one another.” The homily was splendid. When it 

was over, everyone smiled with approval.  

 

The next Sunday, the parishioners gathered in anticipation of another 

great homily, but, to their dismay, he repeated the same homily from 

the week before: “I give you a new commandment, that you love one 

another...” 

 

On the third Sunday the parishioners gathered as before and, 

unbelievably, the new pastor gave the exact same homily as on the 

previous two Sundays, word for word!  

 

This time a group of parishioners decided to confront him.  After Mass 

they asked, “Father, what is going on? You’ve given the same homily 

three weeks in a row!”   

 

The pastor responded, “Going on? What do you mean? Jesus is quite 

clear: ‘I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 



as I have loved you, you also should love one another.’ Well, when you 

do this, I’ll give you my next homily.” 

 

It’s just a story, but it contains an element of truth: Love is the basis of 

the Christian life. If we don’t live in love with one another, how can we 

hope to progress in our faith?  

 

This is what Saint Paul is also emphasizing in today’s Second Reading: 

“Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who 

loves another has fulfilled the law.” 

 

But it is interesting how Saint Paul approaches it.  In the short excerpt 

that was our reading He actually answers three important questions: 1. 

Why should we love?  2. Who should we love?  3. How should we love? 

 

Why should we love?  Well, Saint Paul views our obligation to love as a 

debt that we owe to each other. And we should not leave our debts 

unpaid! 

 

It is based on what God has done for us.  He has given us everything — 

from the water we drink to the air we breath. But God came to earth in 

the form of Jesus to give us much more: living waters and the breath of 

God: forgiveness of our sins and a new and everlasting life in Him.   

How can we every repay Him for what He has done for us?  Here’s a 

good start: “We love because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 

 

Who should we love?  Well, we have already answered that question in 

part.  Each other.  Not just family and friends, but fellow parishioners 



and all those who have become part of God’s family through baptism.  

But it extends further: all those whom God loves.  Does God’s love 

exclude anyone?  Neither should ours.     

 

How should we love?  Saint Paul gives some concrete examples from 

the Ten Commandments: “You shall not commit adultery…not 

murder…not steal…not covet” then draws out the guiding principle: 

“and any other commandment are summed up in this word, ’Love your 

neighbour as yourself.’” The Golden Rule. Could it be any simpler…and 

more demanding!   

 

Treat others the way you would want them to treat you.  “Love does no 

wrong to a neighbour.” Seek not to harm but to do what is good and 

best for them, just as you would want them to do for you. 

 

Nothing new here, of course.  We have heard it all before.  But as the 

new pastor indicated, the message needs repeating over and over again 

until it completely sinks in and we live it. 


